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Ideologies/Social Values

Liberalism/Libertarianism

maximise choice
+ safety net

Communitarianism/Solidarity

Canadian Medicare is ‘ far more than just an administrative
mechanism for paying medical bills, it is widely regarded as an
Important symbol of community, a concrete representation of
mutual support and concern ... it expresses a fundamental
equality of Canadian citizens in the face of death and disease ...
As the Premier of Ottawa pointed out ... “there is no social

program that we have that more defines Canadianism”.

Evans, R and Law, M. ‘The Canadian Healthcare System. Where are we and how did we get here’, in Dunlop
and Martens, An International Assessment of Healthcare Financing, Economic Development Institute of the
World Bank, Seminar Series 1995.

Communitarianism = different dimension = equity

HE U equity < funding —
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Achieving wrong objectives is not efficient
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Social Values and Efficiency

Achieving wrong objectives is not efficient

Private sector diversity (and/or lower cost)

= efficient if objective is liberalism
* efficiency may involve higher ($) cost

Universal uniformity (and lower cost)

= efficient if objective Is ‘choice’
(of a particular type)
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Vignette 1

‘Ethix, a Seattle based Managed Care organisation was asked
to establish a health plan for a nearby country town. The
scheme included, inter alia, detailed utilisation review. Shortly
after commencement this detected an unexpectedly high level
of spinal injury In youths. Investigation established that the
reason for this was a tree stump which had been left in the
middle of a popular toboggan run. Young people were
crashing into this and injuring their backs. The health plan paid
for a bulldozer to remove the tree stump.’

(Summary from a public address,
Richardson et al 1999)
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Vignette 2

‘A woman with dizziness is concerned about her health. She rings the
state call centre which advises her to visit her local health team. She
IS able to see the GP quickly who asks her a series of questions from
the relevant research based protocol and undertakes a clinical
examination. The GP emails the results to a local specialist... who
orders some further investigations consistent with the state research
based care path... Advice of (an) impending admission is
automatically conveyed electronically to the GP and the social worker
In the referring health team. The social worker contacts the hospital
to discuss discharge planning... The specialist... suggest a number of
sources for information about the patient’s condition. The patient
contacts the call centre for further information... The case Is
randomly selected by the hospital audit committee for quality review.
The committee suggests some slight changes to the state-wide
protocol committee.’

HEU (Duckett 2000 p241) YIS
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Treasury Tax
—

Public Private
(Area Health) (Fund Holders)

Various
Sub-contracts

Public Private Public Private
Hospital Hospital Other Other
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== From Here?

from here?” Alice asked the Cheshire Cat.

“That depends a good deal on where you want to
get to,” said the Cat.

“] don’t much care where...” said Alice.

“Then it doesn’t matter which way you go”, said
the Cat.

“...so long as I get somewhere”, Alice added as an
explanation.

“Oh, you’re sure to do that,” said the Cat, “if you
only walk long enough”.
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