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Labor Election Commitments 
• A National Preventative Health Taskforce to develop  a National 

Preventative Health Strategy with an initial focus on obesity, alcohol and 
tobacco

• National Preventative Health Care Partnership with the states and the 
inclusion of prevention in the Australian Health Care Agreements

• Funding boost for the National Tobacco Strategy ($15 m / 3 years)

• Obesity initiatives:

• Indigenous health

• Maternal and child health

• MBS reform
– ’
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BUDGET May 2008
• Spending on prevention will total $95 million over 4 years   for binge drinking, antismoking, obesity 

and nutrition projects.  

• $4.5m over 5 years for a  national preventive health strategy

• $24.5 m for community recreational activitiies

• $6.9m for the national reform commission 

• The new Australian Health Care Agreements (AHCAs) will replace the current raft of payments to 
the states.  The new health SPP will include funding under the national public health program 
($240m in 2008-09). 

• $275.2m over 5 years for 31 GP superclinics in listed locations.

• $291.8m over 5 years for  cancer initiatives including $87.4m over 4 years for the national bowel 
cancer screening program.

• $780.7m over 5 years for dental health programs. At least $290 m of this is not prevention – the 
Teen Dental Plan is prevention

• $15.9m for 2008-09 for quality and safety initiatives (this is not new money)
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Public Health Competencies
1. Professional development and self management 

2. Communication, leadership and teamwork 

3. Universal cultural competencies

4. Te Tiriti o Waitangi and Maori health 

5. Ethnic minority health 

6. Public health information and critical appraisal 

7. Public health research and teaching 

8. Policy analysis, development and planning
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Public Health Competencies 

9. Health care and public health program evaluation 

10. Health promotion and community development  

11. Health protection and risk management 

12. Infectious disease prevention and control  

13. Chronic disease, mental illness & injury prevention      

14. Health sector development  

15. Organisational management  
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13 recommendations towards a prevention 
oriented health system

1. Clarify terminology
2. New Australian health vision
3. National Public Health Institute
4. Local PHCCs
5. Workplace health programs
6. PBAC mechanism to evaluate new prevention interventions
7. R&D for short interventions
8. Incentives for clinical preventive services
9. Accelerate experimentation & evaluation of care models
10. Accelerate e-health strategies
11. Specific budgeting for specific prevention programs
12. Develop population and clinical preventive workforces
13. Commitment to prevention at the highest level
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